STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE
 FOR ULTRA LOW FREEZERS (-70C to -86C)
	Potential Hazards

· Frostbite
· Slipping on wet floor

· Electrical shock


1. No food is to be stored in laboratory freezers.

2. All samples/boxes should be labeled with contents, owner’s name and date.

3. When storing reagents in freezer, quantities and separation for storing Dangerous Goods applies.

4. Wear lab coat and insulated gloves when working at freezer. Temperatures of

-70C to -80C can quickly cause frostbite and samples stored at these temperatures can damage the skin if handled with bare hands.

5. Know where you put your samples or where you are retrieving them from before you open the freezer door.  Open the appropriate inner door and remove the storage box from which you will retrieve or deposit your sample.  You must work quickly as the temperature in the interior rises very quickly.  Return the box to the same location in the freezer when finished.

6. Check the door gasket and be sure that it is free of ice build up. Brush frost off doors, especially in the summer when the humidity is increased.

7. Quickly close all doors making sure outer latch is closed properly. Be careful your fingers are not placed such that the outer latch of the door can crush them. 

8. Note that the freezer may vacuum down the door and it may take several minutes for you to re-open the door.
9. Place absorbent diapers or paper towels on floor to soak up water from melting frost/ice, and place WET FLOOR sign on door to prevent injury to other people.

10. DO NOT put samples in freezer in bags. Samples MUST be in boxes. Boxes must be in assigned freezer racks.
11. Keep accurate records of where samples are stored and when they are used.

12. An alarming freezer must be immediately reported to lab staff/supervisor.
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