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1.0
Purpose:

To describe the use and maintenance of Emergency showers in the Laboratory.
2.0
Scope:

For all staff.

3.0
Definitions:

Not applicable.

4.0 Responsibility:
All laboratory management and staff are responsible for Health and Safety.

5.0
Related Policies/Procedures:
Not applicable.

6.0
Equipment:
Overhead showers

Drench Hoses

7.0
Action/Decision-making Framework:

	PROCEDURE

STEPS
	WORK INSTRUCTIONS
	RATIONALE

	7.1 Safety shower or drench hose use


	If a caustic, corrosive or other hazardous substance is spilled on your body:

.1 Remove all clothing and shoes.

.2 Stand under the shower or use the drench hose for 15 minutes.

.3 Make sure that all of the chemical has been removed from your skin and hair.

.4 If someone else is the victim assist them in following this procedure as required.

.5 Seek medical care if necessary.
	To provide immediate care to prevent serious injury to the skin or body.

	7.2. Overhead shower testing.
	.1 Test overhead shower semi-annually.
	To insure proper operation.

	7.3 Drench hose testing.
	.1 Test drench hose weekly.
	To insure proper operation.

	7.4 Floor Drains
	.1 Establish a regular program to ensure that the drain traps remain filled with water. 

.2 Use a small amount of mineral oil in drains that are rarely used. 

.3 Flush drains monthly and add fresh mineral oil. 
	


8.0
Documentation:

Emergency Shower Quality Control Worksheet
9.0
References:
NCCLS Document GP 17-A Vol. 16 No. 6. Clinical Laboratory

Safety. September 1996

CSLT Guidelines Fourth Edition. Laboratory Safety. 1996

10
Developed By in Consultation With:

Manager-McMaster Platelet Immunology Diagnostic Laboratory

Medical Laboratory Technologists

Hamilton Regional Laboratory Medicine Program
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