* SAFETY BULLETIN *

ULTRACENTRIFUGE / AIRFUGE
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS

· EXPOSURE TO BIOLOGICALS / CHEMICALS

           (INCLUDING AEROSOLS)

· PHYSICAL INJURY DUE TO ROTOR FAILURE


The principals for operating standard centrifuges also apply to high speed equipment.  However, users should be particularly cautious when operating this equipment because of the greater potential for personal harm or damage to the machine.

· Follow all manufacturer’s instructions for proper operation and maintenance.
· When run begins:

· Do not leave until full speed is attained

· Do not bump against or leave items on unit

· NEVER attempt to slow or stop a rotor by hand.

· Open lid only after the rotor has come to a complete stop.
· In the event of a power failure, do not attempt to retrieve the sample from the instrument for at least one hour.
· Post-use:

· Clean any biologic spills immediately. Follow appropriate spill response procedures.
· Buckets, rotors and centrifuge interiors should be cleaned and/or disinfected. Don’t use sharp instruments or corrosive reagents such as strong acids, bases or chlorides when cleaning. Use the rotor cleaning detergent provided by the manufacturer.

· Rinse buckets with 70% ethanol; wipe large buckets dry with kimwipes; invert small buckets on absorbent material and replace lids when dry.
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