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1.0

Purpose:

This procedure outlines the steps to be followed when using the tube slicer
2.0
Scope:

2.1
This procedure applies to all students, staff and researchers who wish to use the tube slicer.
3.0
Definitions:


Tube slicer – Device used to slice tubes for sample recovery.
4.0
Responsibility:

4.1 It is the responsibility of all students, staff and researchers to ensure they receive proper hands-on training by staff of the facility before performing the procedure on their own.

4.2 It is the responsibility of all students, staff and researchers to perform the

cutting of tubes according to the procedures enclosed in this document.

            4.3  It is the responsibility of the USER to report any damage or malfunction of  
                   this equipment to the emergency contact person listed.  
                   You are required to leave a note on the equipment describing the

                   problem and include your name and date the problem occurred.
5.0
Related Policies/Procedures:
6.0
Equipment:
Tubes (5/16 inch – 1 inch diameter)
Tube slicer

7.0 Action/Decision-making Framework:

	PROCEDURE

STEPS
	WORK INSTRUCTIONS
	RATIONALE

	7.1 Pre-use check

	.1  Ensure device is securely clamped into a bench vise.
	

	7.2 Install rings and shims

	.1  Lubricate appropriately-sized rubber rings (2) and shim rings (2) with vacuum grease.
.2  Remove cover plate.
.3  Pull blade handle out as far as possible.
.4  Place a shim, then a rubber ring under blade tip.  Place a rubber ring, then a shim over the blade tip.

.5  Replace cover plate.


	

	7.3  Positioning of tube

	.1  Position tube into hole so that plane to be cut is even with the top of the cover plate.  Tighten thumbscrews.
.2  Position gauge blocks until top one touches the tube.  Tighten thumbscrew.
.3  Swing the top block out of the way.

.4  Push the tube down onto the lower block.


	The plane to be cut is now aligned with the blade

	7.4  Slicing the tube

	.1  Move the blade until it touches the tube.
.2  Slice quickly through, pushing the blade with the heel of your hand.
.3  Withdraw liquid using a pipet or syringe.
.4  Remove the sliced-off part, then pull the blade out.

	

	7.5  Maintenance

	.1  Occasionally disassemble and clean with a mild detergent.
.2  Frequently examine blade for dullness.  Remove  and sharpen as necessary.
.3  Replace rubber rings that are worn.
	

	7.6  Safety

	.1  All those participating in cutting tubes
     must wear the appropriate personal protective equipment.

     This should include lab coats and gloves.
.2  CAUTION! Blade is very sharp.  Keep fingers away from blade as much as possible.  Exercise caution when working near blade.

	

	
	
	


8.0
Documentation:

9.0
References:
Template provided by Hamilton Health Sciences: Anatomical Pathology Department- McMaster University Medical Center.
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