Safe Use of Inoculating Loop Sterilizer

(Bacti-cinerator)

OPERATING PROCEDURE

1. Ten minutes after the Bacti-cinerator is turned “ON”, the optimal sterilizing temperature is reached (816°C).

2. Gently insert the loop, attached to a loop holder, into the heater element.  Avoid scraping the sides of the heater element to ensure the longevity of your loop and your heater element.  The loop should be inserted toward the back of the heater element in order to avoid spattering.

3. Leave the loop within the heater element for a minimum of five (5) seconds.  It is not necessary to obtain a glowing loop to ensure sterility.  All demonstrable microorganisms will be destroyed within five seconds.

POTENTIAL HAZARDS

· BURNS

· FIRE, EXPLOSION

· ELECTRICAL SHOCK

PRECAUTIONS

· Avoid any contact with the heat shield or end caps while the Sterilizer is on.

· Use only insulated loop holders when inserting inoculating loops into the heater element.

· The sterilizer is not intended for use with scalpels, forceps, or any sharp objects.

· Inoculating loops should not be allowed to sit in the heater element for extended periods of time.  This will cause the loop holder to become extremely hot.

· The cooling shield can reach temperatures of up to 400°F.  Avoid contact with flammable materials.

· Do not immerse the sterilizer in water or other cleaning solutions. Turn off, unplug & cool 1 hour; clean using a damp (not wet) cloth.

· Periodically inspect the heater element for cracks (yellow-orange fissures) and wear.
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