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1.0
Purpose:

To describe the use of Fire Blankets in the Laboratory.
2.0
Scope:

For all staff.

3.0
Definitions:

Fire Blanket – a fire-resistant sheet of material.

4.0 Responsibility:
All laboratory management and staff are responsible for Health and Safety.

5.0
Related Policies/Procedures:
Not applicable.

6.0
Equipment:
Fire Blanket
7.0
Action/Decision-making Framework:

	PROCEDURE

STEPS
	WORK INSTRUCTIONS
	RATIONALE

	7.1  Putting out a fire

	.1   A blanket may be used on a small, contained fire.  It works well on equipment, but may also be used on an individual.

.2   Move close to the fire and slide the blanket on the equipment.

CAUTION:  Your hands in particular are vulnerable to burns at this point.

.3   If a person’s clothing is on fire, get the victim to the floor.  The victim should be rolled over and over to smother the flames, using the fire blanket (or a lab coat).

.4   Seek medical care if necessary.
	To cut off the supply of oxygen to extinguish the fire.
To minimize the amount of air 
trapped under the blanket.
To reduce damage to hands, face, eyes and respiratory system.

	7.2 Location of Blanket
	.1 Do not store in a cupboard.  It should be in a central location, easy to get to in an emergency.
.2 Do not mount above heating equipment.
	To ensure quick access.

	7.3 Post-use
	.1 Check manufacturer’s instructions as to whether it should be discarded, or if it can be washed and re-used.
	

	
	
	


8.0
Documentation:

N/A
9.0 References:
McMaster University - Chem2O06 Lab Manual, 1997/98
10.0 Developed By in Consultation With:

Faculty of Health Sciences Safety Office, McMaster University
11.0 Changes

	Version
	Change
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