* SAFETY BULLETIN *

CRYOSTAT
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS

· CUTS, INFECTION
· BIOLOGICAL EXPOSURE (Aerosols)
· CHEMICAL EXPOSURE (Disinfectants)

· FROSTBITE


1. Wear personal protective equipment:

*  gloves

*  lab coat

*  eye protection, if necessary

*  face protection, if necessary

2. Routinely inspect to ensure integrity of components.
3. Check knife guard is in position and cryostat hand wheel is in the locked position before positioning sample.
4. If histofreeze is used, the cryostat cover should only be opened the minimum required, to prevent exposure to aerosols.
5. Ensure distractions will be at a minimum.
6. Prolonged contact of bare skin to frozen surfaces of the instrument or to frozen accessories can cause frostbite.
7. When cleaning knife, use a tissue, wiping AWAY from the knife edge.
8. CLEAN UP

· Tissue and shavings must be disposed of correctly.
· If cutting infectious material, disinfect after cleaning with a commercial disinfectant such as Leica Cryofect or wipe all surfaces with absolute ethanol and then place an opened container of 10% Formalin in the cryostat; leave overnight. 

· Dispose of blades in sharps container.
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