SAFETY PROCEDURES FOR

COMPRESSED GASES
*ALWAYS USE EXTREME CAUTION*
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS

     Mechanical:  * Valve damage (may expose personnel to the
                                   gas, or, if ruptured, may turn the cylinder
                                   into a lethal weapon)



       * Personal injury (feet, back, hands)

     Chemical:     * Explosion          *Fire            *Chemical Burns


       *Asphyxiation             *Poisoning


Personnel must:
1. Review MSDS sheets on the particular gas.

2. Wear personal protective equipment (safety glasses and closed-toed shoes).

Cylinders should:

1. Be clearly labeled as to date, content and status (full, in-use, empty)

2. Be secured in an approved storage area to a solid object, by a non-combustible/fire-resistive tether around the top third of the cylinder, each secured individually.  Keep away from heat, sparks, electrical circuits.
3. Be capped and have closed valves when not in use.

4. Never be fully emptied.  Leave a pressure of at least 25 psi (172 kPa) to avoid contamination of contents.
Movement of cylinders:
1. Safety cap should be on and cylinder valve should be closed.
2. Use a cart with a securing chain if the distance is >2 metres.
Changing Cylinders:
1. Use only the correct regulator for the specific application.
2. Connect only if the threads on the cylinder and regulator are clean and in good condition.  The service life of a regulator is generally less than 15 years.
3. Hold the regulator so dials are vertical and close the thread finger-tight.  A wrench may be used to a maximum of one turn.  DO NOT use excessive force to tighten the connection.

4. Open cylinder valve slowly, keeping the cylinder between you and the regulator.

5. Check for leaks using Snoop (commercially available) or a mixture of water/isopropanol/dish soap.  Do not use oil/lubricants on valves/fittings.
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