CLEANING CO2 INCUBATORS
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS

· SKIN CONTACT WITH CHEMICALS / BIOLOGICALS


To maintain sterility, the unit should be cleaned on a regular basis (e.g. monthly), or as needed.

1. Wear lab coat and gloves.

2. Turn off the CO2 supply.

3. Carefully move plates/flasks to another incubator temporarily.

4. Remove shelving, shelf supports and humidity pan.
5. Rinse internal components and surfaces, including glass door and gasket, with distilled water and wash with a non-abrasive cloth.  Washing can be done with soap and water, or a disinfectant.  An acceptable detergent is non-corrosive to stainless steel e.g.:

*  Coldspor (Metrex Research Group cat. MX5310) at a dilution of

5 parts water to 1 part detergent

*  Biocidal ZF (Wak-Chemie Medical GmbH, cat. WAK-ZF-1)
     6.  The humidity pan and other stainless steel parts can be autoclaved.

     7.  After rinsing with distilled water, allow the unit to dry; spray with

          70% ethanol (prepared from 95% ethanol).
8. Re-fill the humidity pan with distilled water.  To avoid contamination, products such as SigmaClean (S5525), Conflikt (Scientific Stores) or AquaClean (WAK-AQ-250-50L from WAK-Chemie Medical GmbH) may be added.
9. The exterior may be cleaned with soap and water.

10.  Ensure that CO2 and humidity levels are normal before replacing plates.

11.  Replace the gas line filters as recommended.

12.  Update the maintenance log.
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