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              SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS             With thanks to  
AUTOCLAVES
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS

· BURNS (STEAM, MATERIALS, CHAMBER WALLS/DOOR)

· SCALDING

· CHEMICAL EXPOSURE (SKIN, RESPIRATORY)

· EXPLOSION
· BACK INJURY


1. NEVER put solvents, volatile or corrosive chemicals (e.g. phenol, chloroform, bleach, etc.) or radioactive materials in an autoclave.
2.   Use proper lifting techniques.
3.   Never attempt to open the door while the autoclave is operating.
4. Be sure steam pressure is down before opening the door.
5. At a minimum, when removing items from the autoclave, a rubber apron, rubber sleeve protectors and heat–resistant gloves should be worn. Do NOT use gloves that are wet or have holes.  Eye/face protection should also be worn.

6. Open the door slowly, keeping head, face, and hands away from the opening.  Wait at least 30 seconds after opening the door before reaching or looking into the autoclave.

7. Remove solutions slowly and gently to prevent boiling over.

8. Clean up spills immediately, once chamber has cooled.

9. For non-liquid loads, let glassware cool 15 minutes before touching it with ungloved hands.  For liquid loads, let stand for a full hour before touching with ungloved hands. Be sure others in the area know a heat hazard is present.

10. Report any malfunctions or accidents immediately to your supervisor.
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