
Hi all, 
During the emergency power test conducted on Saturday October 31 , 2015, we discovered a 
communication conflict between the Cogeneration Plant system and the Emergency Power source 
system. Basically, both systems responded to the simulated total power failure as per their each 
individual programing parameters. With both systems working at the same time, for the same cause, the 
situation created an emergency power back-feeding condition that did not allow the systems to properly 
work either individually or integrated during the simulated power failure.  
After analyzing the data collected during this process, it could be concluded that this miscommunication 
issue was caused by the existing PLC-Programmable Logic Controller parameters from the Cogen Plant 
system. We are currently working on the adjustments to the PLC logic to correct this issue; however, 
another test similar to the one conducted on Oct. 31, 2015 is required to ensure the integration of the 
two systems will work as per required in a given regular power failure situation.  
In order to perform this test, a complete regular power outage is required; this will involve shutting 
down the regular power feeders that provide power to the MUMC and MDGCL buildings. Overall, the 
intent is to cause a regular power failure to revise and test the changes made to the PLC logic and 
confirm the system integration performs as expected. 
 
Please be advised that this emergency power retest/electrical shutdown will take place on Saturday 
December 05th , 2015  from 7:30am to 9:30am.  
 
Additional Information: 
- Facilities Management  Department will confirm the “go-ahead” to proceed (no medical procedure 

in progress) with OR, PED, and L&D departments prior to starting the test. 
- The whole process will take 2 hrs. (7:30am-9:30am). However, the power outage should last about 

10 seconds; the time the emergency power system (Diesel Generators) takes to automatically start 
once the lose of regular power is detected. 

- MUMC and MDGCL buildings will lose regular power for approximately 30-45 minutes, any time 
during the time required to complete this process. The emergency power system will support the 
buildings during that time.  

- A general announcement will be made through MUMC-overhead paging system prior to start the 
test and upon completion. 

- Staff/Passenger elevators as well as Service and Freight elevators will remain functional/work 
normally during the time needed to complete the test. 

- It is the responsibility of each department to verify the equipment that is required to have 
emergency power is in fact connected to the emergency power system. 

- Department Managers and Supervisors are asked to please advise their staff, (whose duties require 
them to work in the affected areas) of this power interruption. 

- If there are issues or in case of a medical emergency during the testing time, activities will be 
stopped and normal conditions will be provided within 5 minutes. 

- If additional assistance is required or in case of an emergency associated with this process during 
the final test/shutdown time, please contact: 

• German Paredes (Project Supervisor) at 905 979 0308,  
• Andrew Harrison (Electrical Supervisor) at 905 870 2286, 
• Engineering Services/Electrical Shop at  Ext. 73699,   
• Shift Engineer at Ext.75959 



 
If you have any question/concern or require additional information about this process, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at Ext. 77093 or via Email at paredesg@hhsc.ca  
Please forward this message/email to any other appropriate manager/supervisor in your area that 
should be notified. 
 
We thank you for your patience and cooperation during this process 
Regards, 
 
 

 

German Paredes 
Engineering Construction Supervisor 
Facilities Management 
McMaster University Medical Centre 
Hamilton Health Sciences 
T: 905.521.2100  ext. 77093 
paredesg@hhsc.ca 
www.hamiltonhealthsciences.ca 

 

 
 

mailto:paredesg@hhsc.ca
mailto:shawst@hhsc.ca
http://www.hamiltonhealthsciences.ca/

